1710-56] LETTER BY VIVIER 217

from strangers the tobacco that is consumed in
France, we obtained it here, we would get a better
quality, and save the money that goes out of the
Kingdom for that product; and the colony would be
settled.

One hundred leagues above the Natchez are the
Akansas, a savage Nation of about four hundred
warriors. We have near them a fort with a garrison,
where the convoys ascending to the Illinois stop to
rest.” There were some settlers there but in the
month of May, 1748, the Chicachats, our irrecon-
cilable foes, aided by some other barbarians, suddenly
attacked the post; they killed several persons, and
carried off thirteen into captivity. The rest escaped
into the fort, in which there were at the time only
a dozen soldiers. They made an attempt to attack
it, but no sooner had they lost two of their people
than they retreated. Their Drummer was a French
deserter from the Akansas garrison itself.

The distance from the Akansas to the Illinois is
estimated at nearly one hundred and fifty leagues.
Throughout all that extent of country, not a single
hamlet exists. Nevertheless, in order to secure our
possession of it, it would be very advisable that we
should have a good fort on the Ouabache, the only
place by which the English can enter into the
Mississipi.

The Illinois are on the parallel of 38 degrees 15
minutes of latitude. The climate, which is very
different from that of New Orleans, is almost similar
to that of France; the great heats make themselves
felt there a little earlier and more intensely; but
they are neither so constant nor so lasting. The
severe cold comes later. In winter, when the



